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������  have been married for 17 years 
and have a son, Ben (14) and a daughter, Laura (9). David 
is a headmaster of a boys’ school in Liverpool, and also a 
qualified mountaineer. Carla enjoys dress making and 
drawing. They’ve been at St John’s for 2½years and have 
been involved in youth work; Carla with the 5-8s Sunday 
School group and David with the mid-week Crossover 
Bible study. 
 
How and when did you become Christians? 
 
Carla: I went along to St Helen’s as a student and joined a “just looking” group. Quite a while later, 
after I’d met and got engaged to David, I made a commitment to follow Jesus. 
David: We worked out that we became Christians within a few days of each other, although we’d 
known each other a few years. I became a Christian first and 3 or 4 days later Carla became a 
Christian too. 
 
And how did you get involved in youth work? 
 
David: In every church we’ve been at we’ve helped out with youth work; churches in Wimbledon, 
London, Yorkshire, Bristol… So we’ve been doing it for about 16 years now. When we arrived here 
Roger asked if I’d like to get involved. I love working with young people; there’s a complete lack of 
cynicism. 
Carla: Roger asked if I wanted to join David on a Wednesday, but I’d always done work with younger 
children so I offered to help out at Sunday school. 
 
What’s the best thing about your role? Has there been one particular highlight of this year? 
 
David: There’s a genuine intellectual and spiritual curiosity amongst 14-18s, and you can have 
brilliant conversations which I always enjoy. I think the highlight of this year was whilst we were 
doing a “Dig Deeper” course – teaching young people how to handle the Bible for themselves – and 
after a time of independent study there was a short period of silence and virtually all the young people 
said together “Wow, God’s amazing”. That was a great encouragement. 
Carla: I think it’s wonderful when the children in my group leave having grasped a key truth about 
God. Often the story is quite long or complicated, but if by the end they can remember it and know 
that it shows something about God, that’s wonderful. 
David: In many ways, as a leader for 14-18s, I’m reaping a lot of the seeds that people like Carla sow 
early on in Sunday School – it’s very important work, and often you don’t see the end results so it’s 
much more sacrificial. 
 
What can we pray for you and your group? 
 
David: That they would be impressed with God, and not the leaders, and love Him more. 
Carla: We would like another leader so Rob or I could hear a sermon more often in church. I’d also 
like to see our numbers grow, without losing a grip on discipline!
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Making biscuits at “On Track”�

 
On Track meets because we want to honour our God, by giving kids the 
opportunity to investigate Jesus, by building each other up to follow Jesus, 
and by sending us out to tell others about Jesus. As a result… 
 
@ On Track we meet to investigate Jesus and find out who he is, and 
think about how that affects us. For 10 minutes we try to understand a bit of 
Matthew’s account of Jesus’ life. We play lots of games, do a wide variety 
of crafts, (and possibly sing songs – watch this space!), which are often 
themed to reinforce what we have been thinking about. In the process we 
have a great time!! 
 
On Track is led by  Dave & Jean Jones, Alistair & Dawn Coney, and Andy 
Gales, who are all members of the Church Family. 
To find out more 
- Call Alistair Coney 01606 75471 (evenings). 
- Pick up a term card from Christ Church or get one from 

www.christchurchgreenbank.org/on_track.htm 
 
  

On Track restarts on the 4th April! 
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On Track happens  at  Christ 
Church Greenbank, from 6-7pm on 
Friday nights. 
 
On Track is for  anyone aged 
7-11. 
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7-11th April – Roger, Julia and Andy are on team at New Word Alive 

10th April - Hartford Primary Assembly (James) 

26th April – Third Pig Leaders Training Day in Leyland for everyone 

29th April – Priestly College Mission talk (Roger) 

1st May – Midlands Ministry Training Course (Roger) 

8th May - Hartford Primary Assembly (George C) 

11th May – Roger speaking at Audley Parish Youth Service 

13-16th May – Hartford High Assemblies 

5th June - Hartford Primary Assembly (Mike) 

13th June – Mission Weekend Youth Evening 

20-22nd June – Keswick Leader’s Training Weekend 

24-27th June - Hartford High Assemblies 

28th June – Casterton 1 Leader’s Training Day 

3rd July – Hartford Primary Assembly (Roger) 

19th July – Keswick week 2 

22-25th July – Christ Church 

Holiday Club 
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As you can see from our extended Youth Ministry Newsletter there is a lot 
happening at the moment. Please enjoy reading about everything, but as you read I 
would encourage you to pray. Thank God for events past, such as the Confirmation 
and the ‘Family Fortune’ Holiday Club. Pray for those things happening this term 
and especially for our young people who have exams. 
 
With so many things going on it may be a 
surprise for me to say that that busy-ness 
is not a good measure of effective youth 
and children’s work. I do think that we 
should be filling our time profitably and 
that God can use our hard work. But there 
is a danger in moving from delivering one 
event into immediately planning for the 
next. 
 
The danger is that we lose sight of our 
goal of evangelising and discipling young 
people and children for Christ. We can be 
so caught up with putting things on that we forget about the people we are doing it 
for. The truth is that the best youth ministry is done quietly and personally. It’s the 
weekly one-2-one Bible study, faithful personal prayer and the carefully prepared 
Bible talk. 
 
It’s relatively easy to put on the big events with music and bright lights, all you 
need is money and manpower. But these events don’t always pay dividend. It is 
much harder to keep going with an unseen and unlauded personal work. But 
ultimately that is a far more effective way of producing life-long disciples. 
 
Jesus said “Go and make disciples of all nations” not “Go and put on events in all 
nations”. Please pray that we would be faithful and effective in obeying his 

command.      
���	��������  


