Our Response

16. A hymn may be sung.

17. All sit or kneel to say the Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy namethy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaverGive us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as wWergive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptafn, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power andhe glory, for ever
and ever. Amen.

18. These or other prayers are said:

God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, blésndB by sowing the seed of
eternal life in their hearts: so that whatever tleayn in your holy Word
they may indeed fulfil. Look on them from heavamiercy and bless them:
so that, obeying your will and secure in your petitn, they may abide in
your love to their lives’ end; through Jesus Choist Lord. Amen.

Merciful Lord and heavenly Father, by your gracigifs mankind is
increased. Give t& andB the blessing of children: and grant them wisdom,
grace and health to bring their children up in €ffan faith and goodness, to
your praise and glory; through Jesus Christ oudLdmen.

Almighty God, you have consecrated marriage agrac the union
between Christ and his people: in your mercy gtizeitG may love and
cherish his wife as Christ loves his chosen peapid,thaB may love and
submit to her husband as Christians do to Chesant that in their
marriage they may learn more of your love, andrithlyeur eternal
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our LorAimen.

19. The minister pronounces the final blessing.

God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith amd¢, defend you on every
side, and guide you into his truth and peace; hadlessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spb#&,among you and remain
with you always.Amen.

20. The registers are signed.
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The Marriage Service

Introduction
1. A hymn may be sung, and Bible verses and a prayer may be read.

2. All sit as the minister reads this or a similar preface:

We have come together in the presence of God,tteess the marriage &
andB, to ask his blessing on them, and to share im jbgi

The Bible teaches us that marriage is a gift of (docteation and a means
of his grace, a holy mystery in which man and worn@come one flesh. It is
God's purpose that, as husband and wife give thieeseo each other in
love throughout their lives, they shall be unitedhat love as Christ is
united with his people.

Marriage is given, that husband and wife may cotrdad help each other,
living faithfully together in need and in plenty, $orrow and in joy. It is
given, that with delight and tenderness they maynkaach other in love,
and, through the joy of their bodily union, mayesigthen the union of their
hearts and lives. It is given as the foundatiofadofily life in which children
may be born and nurtured in accordance with Godlste his praise and
glory.

In marriage husband and wife belong to one ano#met they begin a new
life together in the community. It is a way of lifeat all should honour; and
it must not be undertaken carelessly, lightly, alfishly, but reverently,
responsibly, and after serious thought.

This is the way of life, created and hallowed bydGihatG andB are now

to begin. They will each give their consent to dltieer; they will join hands
and exchange solemn vows, and in token of this wikkyeach] give and
receive a ring. Therefore, on this their wedding da pray with them, that,
strengthened and guided by God, they may fulfilpugose for the whole of
their earthly life together.

First, | am required to ask anyone present who kn@weason why these
persons may not lawfully marry, to declare it now.

3. The minister says to the couple:

The vows you are about to take are to be made iprssence of God, who is
judge of all and knows all the secrets of our lseétrerefore if either of you
knows a reason why you may not lawfully marry, yaust declare it now.



Agreement to marry

4. The minister asks the man:

G, will you takeB to be your wife? Will you love her, comfort hgnour
and protect her, and, forsaking all others, béfalito her as long as you
both shall live?

The man answers:
1 will

5. The minister asks the woman:

B, will you takeG to be your husband? Will you love him, comfornhi
honour and protect him, and, forsaking all othbesfaithful to him as long
as you both shall live?

The woman answers:
I will

6. The minister asks:
Who gives this woman to be married to this man?

The escort answers:
I do

The marriage

7. All stand to witness the marriage vows.

8. The bridegroom takes the bride’s right hand in his and says:

I, G, take you,B, to be my wife,
to have and to hold

from this day forward;

for better, for worse,

for richer, for poorer,

in sickness and in health,

to love, cherish, and serve,

till death us do part,

according to God'’s holy law;
and this is my solemn vow.

9. The bride takes the bridegroom’s right hand in hers and says:

I, B, take you,G, to be my husband,
to have and to hold

from this day forward;

for better, for worse,

for richer, for poorer,

in sickness and in health,

to love, cherish, and obey,
till death us do part,
according to God’s holy law.
and this is my solemn vow.

10. On giving the ring or rings, these words are said:

| give you this ring

as a sign of our marriage.

With my body | honour you,

all that I am | give to you,

and all that | have | share with you:

in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

11. The couple kneel, and the minister prays for them:

Eternal God, creator and preserver of all mankgigr of all spiritual
grace, author of eternal life, send your blessimgnG andB: that living
together faithfully in love and peace accordingdar laws, they may fulfil
and keep the vow and covenant they have made, iohwiese rings are a
token and pledge; through Jesus Christ our Lénthen.

12. The minister pronounces the couple to be husband and wife:

In the presence of God, and before this congregafi@andB have given
their consent and made their marriage vows to ettedr. They have
declared their marriage by the joining of hands laythe giving and
receiving ofrings. | therefore proclaim that they are husband aifiel. w

They are no longer two, but one. Therefore whal Gas joined together,
let man not separate. Mark 10.8-9
13. The minister blesses the newly married couple in these or other words:

God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spilétsd preserve and keep
you; the Lord mercifully grant you the riches of lgirace, that you may
please him both in body and soul, and, living thgetn faith and love, may
receive the blessings of eternal lifamen.

God’s Word

14. A hymn may be sung.

15. The Bible reading and sermon follow.



